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ñBeing a Lindsay Fellow has given me a sense of hope in 

persevering. Rather than feeling helpless, Iôve found 

inspiration in everyone weôve spoken toΦέ 

Alex Guzman Caceres,  
2025 Lindsay Fellow 
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ñThe Nelson Fellowship opened the 

doors to the courthouse. It was an 

invitation to be imparted with 

wisdom and knowledge to be the 

change we want to see in the justice 

system.ò 

Stacey Twum-Barimah,                 
2025 Nelson Fellow 
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MEET THE COORDINATORS 

Anna Zhao 

Anna is the programôs Lead Coordinator and was a Nelson Fellow in 
the summer of 2020 and a Programming Intern at Discovering 
Justice in 2019. 
 
She is a recent Yale University graduate with a B.A. in Political 
Science and certificate in advanced Chinese Studies. Anna was born 
in Guangzhou and raised in Boston, and she currently resides on the 
South Shore. She  seeks for a career in Environmental Law and 
Policy, bridging the gaps in climate innovations and implementation. 
 

 

Daisy Ogbesoyen  

Daisy is the programôs Deputy Coordinator and was previously a 
Nelson Fellow in 2021.  
 
She is a rising junior at the University of Massachusetts Lowell, 
majoring in Political Science with a minor in Arabic. Born and raised 
in Boston, Daisy is passionate about the intersections of law, policy, 
and community empowerment. On campus, Daisy works as an Office 
Assistant in the International Students & Scholars Office. She also 
serves as an editor for the school newspaper and supports faculty-led 
research projects in the political science department. 

Caleb Houston 

Caleb Houston is our USDC Project Coordinator. Caleb is a  Florida 
native and alumnus of Florida Gulf Coast University, where he  
received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice. He has 
been with the Federal Judiciary for four years and has several years of 
prior experience in court administration.  
 
Caleb is a collaborator, who is eager to promote community outreach 
and resources that the John Joseph Moakley Courthouse provides.  
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Conversation with Mrs. Lindsay and Chief Judge Casper  

Wellington Matos 

 

Receiving the acceptance letter declaring that I have been chosen to be a Lindsay Fellow this 
summer brought me immense excitement. It was an opportunity for me to gain exposure to the work 
of District Court judges and their chambers' staff, thereby expanding my passion for legal advocacy. 
I was curious to explore the different components of legal practice in the Federal District Court.   

The Lindsay Fellowship was established to provide college students with the opportunity to 
explore the field of law, particularly through the lens of the judicial system. The Lindsay Fellowship 
honors the legacy of Judge Reginald C. Lindsay, who served on the bench from 1993 to 2008. The 
values of Judge Lindsayôs character, impact, and passion for the field of law are passed down to 
younger generations through this Fellowship.   

As Lindsay fellows, we had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Lindsay and Chief Judge Casper. 
We had the chance to ask questions to get more perspective and insight into Judge Lindsay's 
accomplishments, and personal attributes. Through our conversation, we learned about Judge 
Lindsayôs background, his work in the courthouse, and the influence he had on the legal field and 
the individuals he worked alongside. Judge Lindsay was born and raised in Birmingham, Alabama, 
in an under-resourced community. Growing up, Judge Lindsay faced challenges going to school 
during the height of segregation. Despite his upbringing, he persevered with his academic 
excellence and a hard-working mindset gaining him admission to Morehouse College while in his 
junior year of high school before obtaining a high school diploma. While Judge Lindsay attended 
Morehouse, he came to Boston one summer, where he met Mrs. Lindsay. Their relationship formed 
naturally due to proximity as Mrs. Lindsay lived by Judge Lindsayôs aunt that he stayed with. 
Throughout all the challenges Judge Lindsay faced, he followed his dream of becoming an attorney 
and was ultimately appointed by President Clinton to become a United States District Court Judge 
for the District of Massachusetts in November 1993.   

It was heartwarming to hear Mrs. Lindsay speak proudly of the opportunity and impact that 
the Lindsay Fellowship has on young aspiring lawyers and how his legacy continues to live on 
through the program. As a Lindsay Fellow who comes from a similar background to Judge Lindsay, 
it is an honor to be awarded the fellowship 
and to be a part of his legacy. Learning 
about the upbringing of Judge Lindsay and 
some of the challenges he faced inspires 
and motivates me to follow my dreams of 
becoming a lawyer and serving 
underrepresented communities in the legal 
field.  

Mrs. Lindsay & Lindsay Fellows 

2025 Lindsay & Nelson Newsletter 
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Time with District Judge Angel Kelley 
Vinh Nguyen 

    

On orientation day, the Fellows and I sat nervously in the jury box of courtroom eight. 
The courtroom was so silent that even our presence felt loud, until Judge Kelley and Caleb 
Houston, the Project Coordinator, entered and stood across from us wearing bright, warm 
smiles. ñWelcome, welcome, Fellows,ò Judge Kelley said. It amazed me how quickly I felt 
welcomed to join this inspiring learning experience. Judge Kelley gathered Nelson and Lindsay 
Fellows into one courtroom for weekly check-ins where we each shared our favorite highlights. 
Rather than an air of hesitation, Judge Kelleyôs hospitality gave the Fellows, including myself, a 
space to speak openly and positively about our experiences, allowing us to find comfort in an 
environment where competition and opposition is often common. Before interning here, I 
believed that the courthouse was just a place for formality, but through connecting with my 
peers, I felt that an authentic connection could be found anywhere.  

Over lunch in the Breyer Learning Center, Judge Kelley opened up about her own 
journey. She wasnôt afraid to mention her setbacks and shared the challenges she faced with 
honesty: questioning whether to continue in Law Schol and seeking employment after school. 
She spoke about being rejected for a judgeship and the difficult decisions she had to make 
throughout her life, such as whether to stay in New York City or move to Boston to start a new 
life with her husband, and later, deciding to leave her job at Harvard Law School to work in the 
U.S. Attorneyôs Office.  

Throughout the fellowship, Iôve had the 
opportunity to hear from many judges and have 
discovered how down to earth they are and that they, 
too, must navigate through hardships.  

Judge Kelley enjoyed sharing an inspiring 
story often told by Judge Reginald C. Lindsay about 
the bumblebee, an insect that shouldnôt fly according 
to science, yet does so anyway. It was her reminder 
that, like the bumblebee, we shouldnôt limit ourselves 
because of preconceptions. In the justice system, 
lawyers and judges always persevere against steep 
odds. This story deepened my passion in pursuing a 
career in the legal field because it brought the court 
setting into a view of reality. 

Judge Dein, Judge Kelley & Vinh 
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Judge Bostwick & Nelson Fellows 

Judges Guzman, Hennessy, and Fellows 

Mrs. Lindsay, Judge Kelley, Judge Dein & Lindsay Fellows 

Judge Grant & Lindsay Fellows 
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Time in Chambers 

Ophelia Brew 

 
 I had the special honor of being assigned to the Honorable Chief Magistrate Judge Donald 
Cabellôs chambers this summer. Walking into the Courtroom and seeing Judge Cabell on the bench 
was a surreal moment. I had been sitting next to him on the opposite side of the courtroom just a 
week before. Now, I was observing him from a new perspective, appreciating the full weight of 
what it means to serve justice. Seeing the legal system from the inside out was one of the many 
reasons I chose this Fellowship, and that silent, full-circle moment was only one of many. It was 
such a hard adjustment to spend the summer in Boston alone, but Judge Cabell and his chamber 
staffôs warmth and encouragement made it not just manageable but also very impactful, as I was 
truly accepted right away into a place where my opinions were respected, and my voice was heard. 

 The advice I got from Judge Cabellôs law clerk, Adriana Faris, stands out as one of the 
highlights of the experience. Her time and wisdom were so helpful. I spent time speaking with her, 
soaking in her law school experiences, advice on the application process, and what it means to 
navigate the legal profession. I was reminded that I belonged in this field and my confidence was 
reinforced by not just her support, but the rest of the 
chamber staff. 

 Whether we were laughing over our shared favorite 
Disney movies or breaking down cases, I loved 
participating in the legal discussions at the table. Every 
conversation had something worthwhile to offer. Judge 
Cabell had a deep influence on me. He is an exemplary 
leader and legal professional, as seen by his humility, 
kindness, and desire to help my law school path, including 
reviewing my personal statement. Our lunch discussions, 
which frequently focused on the 1L experience, were so 
reassuring, and reaffirmed my dreams of becoming a 
lawyer.   

My perspective on the legal system as a whole and 
my role in it has been forever changed by just being given 
access to rooms that people like me are rarely able to enter. 
I now carry with me the guidance, mentorship, and lessons 
from my experience here, and they will continue to shape 
my journey through law school and into my future career. 

This summer reminded me that the legal system 
isnôt just about laws. Itôs about people. The people who are 
willing to teach, uplift, and open doors for those coming 
after them. Judge Cabell and his chambers staff have my 
sincere gratitude for making this summer one to remember. 
Not only did I leave knowing more, but I now carry with 
me a greater sense of purpose.   Ophelia & Judge Cabellôs Chamber 

2025 Lindsay & Nelson Newsletter 
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The value of the Judge David S. Nelson Fellowship 

Safi Barry 

    

Judge Nelsonôs impact can be felt through the people and places he encountered. 
Those who met and worked alongside him often recall how he brought light into the work he 
did. Judge Nelson took his work seriously, yet he always made himself a resource for others. 
One of his mentees, Wayne Budd, described Judge Nelsonôs teachings with an acronym: 
Respect, Risk, Resilience, Responsibility, and Return. He understood the importance of 
equal opportunity in education and pursued it through teaching law at Boston University and 
Harvard University. While his work as a Federal Judge was important, his influence 
extended far beyond the bench. His humility, dedication, and unwavering commitment to 
others are what made him truly memorable. 

As Nelson Fellows, we carry forward the legacy Judge Nelson envisioned for future 
generations. Those selected for this opportunity are changemakers ï people who, like Judge 
Nelson, strive for better in the world and are unafraid to put themselves out there. The 
nations we represent reflect the diversity in education he strived for. This Fellowship is a 
chance to connect, learn, and experience opportunities that were unavailable to minority 
youth just four decades ago. 

My personal experience as a Nelson Fellow is one I will never take for granted. In 
retrospect, the fellowship can be compared to a 9 to 5 job; however, it never felt that way to 
me. The range of activities gave me something to look forward to each day. Whether it was 
being in chambers with my assigned judge, meeting with attorneys, attending class, or 
observing court proceedings, I constantly learned new aspects of the federal judiciary, 
gaining a deeper appreciation for the intricacy of the system and the many moving parts that 
keep it running smoothly. 

 While the fellowship allowed us to connect with seasoned professionals, the bonds 
formed with my cohort of Fellows are truly irreplaceable. Sharing a common interest in the 
law made our time together more meaningful, especially as we navigated this six-week 
journey together. We became a community, supporting one another through every challenge. 
We shared moments of laughter, vulnerability, and courage. We immersed ourselves in the 
world of the John Joseph Moakley Courthouse, embracing the change. The most beautiful 
part of all is that I gained ten close friends, each holding a special place in my heart. In all, 
the Nelson Fellowship is so much more than a job it is a legacy, a mentorship, a learning 
experience, and a lifelong friendship all in one.  
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Getting to know Rob Farrell 

Johnna Claude 

  

Having lunch with Rob Farrell was such a pleasure; it was delightful to speak with 
someone who plays such a critical role in the courthouse. Beyond him being the Clerk of the 
Court, I also got to know him personally. I learned about his upbringing and that he comes 
from a family of painters. In his office, you can see paintings hung on the walls, a portrait 
painted by his grandfather, and another of his wife, painted by his daughter. Transitioning into 
a young adult, Rob shared the various struggles he faced while pursuing a law career. Still, he 
persevered with the demands of being a father and two bachelorôs degrees: one in science and a 
double major in business and human resources, and a bachelorôs in administration.  

Working in the district courts for over 25 years, one of his favorite experiences to this 
day is walking along the seaport and taking pictures for tourists visiting Boston. Furthermore, 
Rob Farrellôs role as Clerk of the Court involves balancing various tasks and ensuring that key 
actors in our justice system have the resources they need. The courtroom deputy, for example, 
is a representative of the courtroom who coordinates with the U.S. Marshals Service, Court re-
porters, U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services Office, Jury staff, among others. Their job is to 
ensure that everyone is present for a successful hearing. However, behind the scenes, the 
clerkôs office is the instrument that ties everything together, managing the hiring process and 
onboarding, the budget, and maintaining the daily docket and calendars. Rob Farrell explains 
that most of the time, his job requires him to stay out of the way and let folks do their jobs. 
Still, he does so much more than that despite having these clerical responsibilities. He spends 
his time keeping in touch with colleagues throughout the country to be updated on the challeng-
es that might affect the courthouse, en-
suring the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Massachusetts runs smoothly. 
He continues to inspire generations to 
come. When I sought out his advice for 
myself and the Lindsay Fellows, he 
spoke highly of the Fellowship and its 
dedication to nurturing our potential. He 
encouraged us to plan for the future 
while also embracing life experiences, 
traveling, and reconnecting with friends. 
ñWe only have one life to live, so do 
what you can, and you will ultimately 
discover your true calling.ò His motiva-
tional words left me feeling grateful for 
the chance to speak with him.  

Rob & Lindsay Fellows 

2025 Lindsay & Nelson Newsletter 



 9 

  

,).$3!9 &%,,/73 

Lindsay Fellows @ Suffolk University Law School 

Lindsay Fellows @ Boston College Law School 

Lindsay Fellows with Portrait of Judge Lindsay 

Lindsay Fellows @ U.S. Marshals Service Office 


