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2024  

Reginald C. 

Lindsay &   

David S. Nelson 

Fellowship 

ñI loved being a member of this cohort because we       

supported one another and challenged each other to      

continue learning everyday. We moved throughout the 

courthouse as a unit and ensured we created safe and     

inclusive spaces to share our thoughts and experiences.ò  

Brian B. Leon, 2024 Lindsay Fellow 
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Judge  

Reginald C. Lindsay  

Judge  

David S. Nelson  

ñNo matter what path we all 

decide to follow, this              

fellowship will have a          

long-lasting impact on all of us 

fellowsò 

Maryjane Bitar,                 

2024 Nelson Fellow 
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Jurianny Guerrero 

Jurianny is the programôs Lead Coordinator and was a former 
Nelson Fellow during the summer of 2021. In the fall of 
2024, she will be studying abroad in Japan at Akita              
University.  

She is a rising junior at Centre College as a Posse scholar, 
pursuing a major in Political Science with a minor in Art  
Studio. Jurianny was born and raised in Boston,                 
Massachusetts, and grew up in Roxbury. She aims to pursue a 
career as a prosecutor and a criminal defense attorney,     
seeking insight into both sides of the legal system. Jurianny 
is also interested in policymaking. 

Anna Zhao 

Anna is the programôs Deputy Coordinator and was           

previously a Nelson Fellow in the summer of 2020 and a  

Programming Intern at Discovering Justice in 2019. 

She is a rising senior at Yale University majoring in Political 
Science and Environmental Studies with a certificate in      
advanced Chinese Studies. Anna was born in Guangzhou and 
raised in Boston, and she currently resides in Quincy. She  
aspires for a career in Environmental Law and Policy,     
bridging the gaps in climate innovations and implementation. 

Caleb Houston 

Caleb Houston is our new USDC Project Coordinator. Caleb is a    
Florida native and alumnus of Florida Gulf Coast University, where he 
received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice. He has 
been with the Federal Judiciary for three years and has several years of 
prior experience in court administration.  
Caleb is a collaborator, who is eager to promote community outreach 
and resources that the John Joseph Moakley Courthouse provides.  
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Conversation with Mrs. Lindsay and Judge Casper  

Astrid Hernandez  

  

 Receiving my acceptance letter on a Friday afternoon was a pivotal moment, I was   

ecstatic to be a Judge Reginald C. Lindsay Fellow! I knew the weight of the honor that the          

Fellowship carried, but was unsure of what to expect and the impact it would leave on my 

life. As the summer concludes, I can confidently say that it has been an immense privilege to 

honor Judge Lindsay through this fellowship, and it is something I will not take for granted. 

Our conversation with Mrs. Lindsay and Judge Casper further instilled the pride that is to 

navigate the Moakley Courthouse as a Lindsay Fellow. 

  We met Mrs. Lindsay and Judge Casper when the Fellowship commenced. The love 

and respect they spoke of Judge Lindsay instilled the guiding principles and ideas we carried 

through the Fellowship and beyond. Judge Lindsayôs dedication, and resilient outlook on 

life, even in the face of adversities, inspires me to reach for my aspirations. The insightful      

questions Judge Casper would ask Mrs. Lindsay allowed us to understand better the            

trajectory of Judge Lindsayôs life from Birmingham, Alabama to the Federal Court of      

Massachusetts. Mrs. Lindsay discussed how Judge Lindsay, who was raised in the segregated 

South faced many obstacles and persevered. She discussed his journey from Morehouse   

College, and later at Harvard Law School, exhibiting great success in becoming an attorney. 

She mentioned his commitment to the community and being a support system to whoever 

needed help. Judge Lindsayôs dedication to his community was not only heard in the        

conversation but was exhibited by many Lindsay Fellowship alumni who carry on his legacy. 

They discussed how Judge Lindsayôs presence motivated them to achieve their current       

success.  

  Mrs. Lindsay further discussed Judge Lindsayôs life, allowing us to reflect on how    

diverse backgrounds hold great significance in the legal world. Judge Lindsay demonstrated 

a spirit of gratefulness and commitment to overcoming challenges that might be unexpected. 

He was an example of the need for     

inclusion within a community and the 

importance of accessibility within the 

Courthouse. His role as a Judge           

exemplifies that anyone can achieve 

their aspirations with resilience and   

dedication. Once again, it was truly an   

honor to be a Lindsay Fellow this     

summer. 

Lindsay Fellows, Judge Dein, Mrs. Lindsay, & Judge Casper 
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USAO & FPDO Panels 

Ailin Sha 

    
 In a low-ceilinged, brightly-lit conference room on the ninth floor, we sat facing a 
panel of five people: three Assistant U.S. Attorneys (AUSAs), a paralegal, and the head of 
their unit. I was surprised and impressed by the variety of positions in the office. The        
panelists briefly introduced themselves and explained their roles, then shared stories of how 
they became involved in the legal field.  
 I was amazed by how diverse and non-traditional their journeys were. Jess, for         
example, shared that she used to be a public defender, which I found intriguing since her           
current position as an AUSA is in many ways the opposite of her previous job. Julia, a       
paralegal, shared the co-op opportunity at Northeastern University which enabled her to     
obtain her current position, and that she was also preparing for law school and studying for 
the upcoming LSAT.  
 Two days later, we gathered in the familiar environment of Courtroom 12, where we 
sat facing a panel of five people from the Federal Public Defender Office. After briefly      
introducing themselves, they welcomed our questions.  
 Caitlin, one of the panelist, explained to us her role as a Research and Writing          
Attorney, a job which perfectly aligns with her interests and is also rather rare in the federal 
court system. Jessica, a federal defender, stressed the importance of zealous advocacy on  
behalf of all of their clients, expressing that the current prison system is not a helpful means 
of correction. We could tell that they were all passionate about their jobs and dedicated to the 
pursuit of justice.  
 Both offices, the USAO and the FPDO, face many misconceptions about their jobs. 

People tend to think of prosecutors as harsh, unfeeling, and ruthless. Others believe that   

public defenders are amoral because they defend all their clients indiscriminately, regardless 

of the crime they are accused of. Yet both offices are indispensable to the integrity of our  

judicial system. It was incredibly enlightening to speak with representatives from both       

offices and learn more about 

their responsibilities and    

values. Though the panelists 

expressed that their work   

cannot be 100% perfect all the 

time, their constant efforts in 

striving for justice have left 

strong impressions on us all. 

Speaking with them dispelled 

any previous misconceptions 

about their roles that we held. 

 Nelson Fellows & USAO Panel 



 5 

  

&%,,/73 Ǫ *5$'%3 

Lindsay & Nelson Fellows with Judge Saris 

Judge Guzman & Judge Hennessy 

Lindsay Fellows & Taisha with Judge Dein & Judge Kelley 

Lindsay Fellows & Judge Ham 
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Time in Chambers 

Brian Leon 

   
 This summer I was assigned to Judge Casperôs chambers. I immediately felt           
welcomed and supported on the first day when I met Iris, one of Judge Casperôs law clerks. 
Iris knew that I was soon set to start at Boston College Law School, and she provided the         
resources that taught me how to brief cases and accompanied me to court proceedings. Her 
support extended outside of the courthouse too. We shared a Dominican heritage, and she  
introduced me to a lawyer who was both from the DR and my hometown of Lynn, MA! For 
the first time in my life, I met attorneys who look like me and share similar stories, which 
showed me that I too can become an attorney through hard work and dedication.  
  There were additional staff within Judge Casperôs chambers, ranging from current law 
students to experienced attorneys. This gave me the unique opportunity to get answers to any 
questions I had before beginning my 1L year. I learned about legalese, what to expect during 
my first year, best practices to ensure that I excel both academically and personally, and the 
responsibilities of law clerks. Each person reassured me that I would be able to reach my 
goals and aspirations through perseverance and diligence. It was especially helpful to speak 
to Amy and Bianca the law clerks, who are both members of the BC Law family. They      
informed me of the unique opportunities at BC and encouraged me to pursue the path that is 

best suited for me. It has been a privilege to learn from 
all the chambers staff and help me feel more confident 
about attending law school.  
  I also had opportunities to speak with Judge 
Casper about her career path and job responsibilities. 
Upon meeting Judge Casper, I told her my most       
important goals are to establish generational wealth for 
my family and leave behind a powerful legacy. Judge 
Casperôs wisdom left a lasting impression on me, she 
reminded me that Iôm already building a legacy;      
having graduated college and pursuing a J.D., my   
family will undoubtedly view me as a role model and 
living proof that they too can achieve their educational 
and career goals. I am very thankful for all the 
knowledge Iôve gained through spending time with 
Judge Casper and her chambers staff. This summer 
was truly  
unforgettable! 

Brian & Chambers 


