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Samantha Roszczenko

Samantha was the programods
and was previously the Deputy Coordinator during the
summer of 2022, an intern i
the summer of 2021, and a Nelson Fellow during the
summer of 2019.

She is a rising senior and Political Science and Philoso-
phy/Public Policy double -major with an English minor
at the University of Massachusetts -Boston. Samantha
was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and currently lives
in Dorchester. Besides English, she speaks Polish and
teaches the language to children who attend the Polish
Language School in Boston.

Jurianny Guerrero

Jurianny was the programods Coor c
and was formerly a Nelson Fellow during the summer
of 2021 and an intern at Sweeney Merrigan Law Firm

during the spring of 2022.

She is a rising sophomore at Centre College as a Posse
scholar, pursuing a double major in Political Science
and International Relations with a minor in Art Studio.
Jurianny is a native Spanish speaker born in Boston,
Massachusetts. She resides in Roxbury, but during the
school year lives in Danville, Kentucky.

Caleb Houston

Caleb Houston is our new USDC Project Coordinator.
Caleb is a Florida native and alumnus of Florida Gulf
Coast University, where he received his Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Criminal Justice. He has been with the
Federal Judiciary for three years and has several years
of prior experience in court administration.

Caleb is a collaborator, who is eager to promote commu-
nity outreach and resources that the John Joseph
Moakley Courthouse provides.




Why Did You Believe in Me?
Johnson Peow (Lindsay Fellow)

OWhy did you believe i n me?bd6
Those words echoed in my head as | walked around the court-

house. I was not outgoing. I washaot

membered the sides that attorneys were supposed to sit within the
courtroom. Judges, lawyers, paralegals, and other courthouse play-
ers terrified me because of all
nal justice system. Despite my thoughts, the Lindsay Fellowship be-
lieved in me.

During the program, | honed lawyering skills with Jamele,
Taisha, and Alexis; learned about and observed federal court pro-
ceedings with Magistrate Judge Levenson, Jack, Christian, Cecilia,
and Libby; experienced the day -to-day life at the United States At-
torneyds Office with Anne, Jul i
about the various career paths within the legal profession through
several guest speakers; and so much more that my article would
need to exceed well beyond the 400-word limit if | had to list all of
its impacts.

However, the Lindsay Fellowship should be understood more
than just as a shapshot into law school and the various legal career

e

paths, but rather as a demonstration of how we should live day -to-

day. The mission of the Lindsay Fellowship can be summed up in
one word: advocacy. Regardless of where | walked or what | did, ad-
vocates unconditionally believed in me and fought for me. At no

point in my life have so many individuals come together and cared

about my well -being and development, both inside and outside the
courthouse, despite everyone already having busy lives.

Most importantly, my experience in the Lindsay Fellowship
will empowerd me to want to become a lawyer. Despite personal
challenges at home, the Lindsay Fellowship believed | could thrive

despite adversity. I donot know
school or becoming a | awyer, but

Judge Lindsayds | egacy. I can flYy

blebees and defy the probabilities assigned to me, all because the
Lindsay Fellowship believed in me.
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Mock Trial with Jerry Howland
Nicholas Davis (Nelson Fellow)

Going into the Nelson Fellowship, | was most excited about
the mock trial. | have been a member of the Mock Trial Team at my
school for the past two years, and | was looking forward to
strengthening my knowledge about how best to prepare.

Our fantastic instructor, Mr. Howland, has so much
knowledge of the law and how the legal systems work. This was
highlighted when the entire class would spend the first half an hour
picking his brain about the many important and interesting cases,
he had seen that day. Mr. Howland was not alone; Uma Sen was al-
ways with him as a beneficial source of information. She was even
kind enough to play one of the roles in our mock trial.

This class helped all the Fellows immensely, as we became
better public speakers and listeners. Mr. Howland always reminded
us that the best attorneys are the ones who know how to listen. He
constantly reminded us that there are three keys to success: prepa-
ration, preparation, and preparation. While this may sound some-
what corny, it is true.

Before we began preparing for the mock trial at the end of the
summer, we all participated in a practice one, during the program's
first week. Goldilocks was on trial for trespassing. When we got the
case for the competition on the final day of the Fellowship, we got
right to work. We worked together to pick a theme and ran with it
from there. From the first time we read the case, we were pleased
to be the prosecution. There was an immense amount of evidence
that pointed to Paula Breedy as the murderer of her great -aunt.
She had motive and opportunity, something that no one else in the
case had. We still had to prepare for any evidence the defense team
would bring, and as we took the case apart, we realized that there
was a significant amount of that too.

After this experience, | am sure that many of my peers will
consider a career in law, and we will all look back fondly on our
time preparing to take down Paula Breedy with Mr. Howland in
courtroom three.
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The Feder al Defender s - QOf f i
Darla Castano (Lindsay Fellow)

| had the amazing opportunity to be placed with the Federal
Public Defenders Office as a Lindsay Fellow. At first, | was un-
sure what to expect from this experience, or what | would gain.
However, upon my arrival my first impression was how welcom-
ing every staff member was; they made my fellow cohorts and |
feel as if we were long -time friends. It ensured that we, as Lind-
say Fellows, could feel comfortable at the office and confident
enough to ask as many questions as needed. While shadowing
throughout the office | had the chance to personally get to know
everyone profoundly and see the cases they were working on.

Every day, Alex, Ebyan, and | went into the office ecstatic
about what awaited us when we walked in. Especially when the
law school interns offered to give us a tour of their respective law
schools, we were able to see Boston University School of Law and
Harvard Law School. Visiting these two law schools made us feel
empowered and determined that one day we would fulfill this
long-cherished dream of becoming lawyers.

Jessica Thrall, our supervisor, ensured that our experience
at the Federal Defenders Office was well -rounded. Besides the
fact that we got to sit in on high -profile cases and learn so much
from them, we were able to work on a specific case. For this case,
we filed and revised documents, filed a motion, and attended spe-
cific hearings. Even on Fridays, when working remotely, we re-
ported to work to attend hearings to support our client.

From my time at the Federal Public Defenders Office, the
work accomplished there was genuine and beautiful. Every staff
member is dedicated to protecting their clients' rights and work-
ing towards the best possible outcome for each person they repre-
sent. During my time here | learned in depth the true work of a
public defender and every factor that contributes to it. From this
experience | 0ve earned a different p
tem and every person who is part of it. With this, | am elated to
have been part of this opportunity.



Meeting Jermaine Kidd
Deborah Nguyen (Nelson Fellow)

We were incredibly grateful to have met with Jermaine
Kidd, a former Nelson Fellow. This was a life -changing experi-
ence to hear his experience and wise words.

| had carried a lot of doubt about my capabilities because,
despite all the hard work | had in mind, | knew that | still did-
not have the academic record | \
couraging and kind, explaining t
a scholarly history, he completed an undergraduate degree at
Morehouse College and a graduate degree from Boston College
Law School. He explained that it is not about what | have done
in the past but what I will do in the future and will continue to

do the work not only on myself but the world surrounding me.

He consistently and constantly connects with the commu-
nities he has been involved with, including the Massachusetts
Black Lawyers Association and the Nelson Fellowship. He fo-
cuses on the work that helps him advance and wishes to pay it
forward to his hometown and college communities.

Additionally, Mr. Kidd calmed my worries about life post -
college andawork-l i f e bal ance. |l n the pa
ideas attempted to cloud my brain with thoughts that work
would consume my life and that my youth was all | would have
for enjoyment. He emphasized that although the Nelson Fel-
| owship turned his |Iife around,
ously, he still enjoyed his life. What is important is to separate
work and play, while prioritizing school and work and essential
time for oneself to recover. As we heard, being strict with your
time means self -care. Time management is one of the most crit-
ical skills; one can argue that it is the most vital skill to func-
tion in life.
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The Honorable Judge William G. Young
Christine Wanijiru (Lindsay Fellow)

The experience | 6ve had in Judged&dYoun
er forget. Prior to starting, | was nervous about being in such a new and
prestigious setting, and was not sure | would be able to fit in. However,
Judge Young and his chamber staff did everything to make me feel wel-
comed. Judge Young06s chambers consJiysted
various backgrounds, and it was great to hear so many different per-
spectives on their law careers. As for Judge Young, there was never a
dull moment with him. As every conversation we had was always inter-
esting and lively. | truly enjoyed how expressive he was when teaching.
| sat in with him on a panel for law school students and loved how he
made sure to answer each question fully and that we learned something
from it. This showed how dedicated he is to his work, not only for him-
self but for others as well.

Attending Judge Youngo0s court sesgsi o]
tunity as well. One that stood out to me the most was a Rule 11 hear-
I ng, when the Court deci des whethergto
guilty plea. The Court takes a colloquy of the defendant to ensure the
defendant ds plea was voluntary and. with
ine, this type of hearing holds quite a weight emotionally. However,
Judge Young made sure to treat the defendant respectfully, they under-
stood and accepted each aspect of their plea. Being able to witness this
was very heartwarming and instilled my faith in the courts to handle
these matters as equally as possible.

Judge Youngds | aw clerk Kimberly &or
Elizabeth Sonnenberg were impactful members during my time in
chambers. From day one Elizabeth made sure that | was well settled
into chambers and was always available to help me which | greatly ap-
preciated. Talking with Kimberly and the other opportunities presented
in this program helped solidify my decision to go to law school. Hearing
about her law journey and seeing where she ended up inspired me and
made me hopeful for whatods instoreofor
has such great individuals working alongside him, and | hope to cross
paths with them again later in my law career. Thank you to the Lind-
say Fellowship for this opportunity and for matching me to Judge
Youngds chamber s.



The U.S. Attorneydos Panel

Kimberly Nguyen (Nelson Fellow)

Walking into a random conference room on the ninth floor, | had
a cliché image of what federal prosecutors (and government attorneys)
were like: stern and cold -hearted. To my pleasant surprise, the panel-
ists were all remarkably funny and likable, shattering any precon-
ceived notions | had.

As Nelson Fellows, we met many different people in the legal
community, from law clerks to judges, law firm partners to public de-
fenders. On this particular day, the Nelsons met with a panel of four
Assistant U.S. Attorneys (AUSAS), career lawyers with the federal
government who prosecute federal crimes and file civil complaints to
enforce regulations. Two Lindsay Fellows assigned to the U.S. Attor-
ney's Office (USAO) moderated the panel. The AUSAs shared their
funny college stories, their law school internship experiences, and the
twists and turns they made to end up at the USAO in their law ca-
reers. One panelist even described her mid -career pivot from journal-
ism to the legal profession!

The AUSAs also shared details about their work. Some did civil
rights litigation, some did national security work, and others did pros-
ecution for many other federal crimes. Before listening to the panel, |
had yet to learn that there were AUSAs who weren't prosecutors. |
just found out that several divisions were dedicated to civil litigation!

The most impactful thing | learned was how committed the
AUSAs are to public service and morally doing the right thing. Unlike
private practices and law firms, the goal of the USAO isn't to win eve-
ry single case; the goal is to ensure justice is being served, even if it
means losing cases. One AUSA emphasized how she would dismiss
her cases if she thought there wasn't enough evidence to charge some-
one reasonably. Prosecutors don't get a good rep for their role in sen-
tencing people to prison. Still, the AUSAS spoke candidly about find-
ing a good balance with fair and reasonable sentences for convicted de-
fendants.

The AUSAs made their jobs seem like the most interesting job in
the world; the hour we spent listening to them flew by so quickly i |
learned so much about prosecution and civil litigation. I'm so grateful
to have the opportunity to learn about the USAO through the Nelson
Fellowship.
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