2022 Reginald C. Lindsay &

David S. Nelson Fellowship Programs

ol wouldn'"t give
had in this Fellowship for anything. |
learned, | observed, | spoke, and |
wrote. Everything | did in this Fellow-
ship changed me for the better: it in-
spired me. | felt like | grew so much,
my younger self would not recognize
me. This Fellowship provided me with
insights on what it's like working in
the legal field and it has motivated me
even more to pursue my short-term and
long-term goals. | can't thank everyone
enough for believing in me and my
abilities. o
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Judge David S. Nelson

- Jamileisha Trejo , 2022 Nelson

Fellow

dWhat an experience this summer
has provided for me. The Lindsay
Fellowship has exceeded my
expectations, these past nine weeks
has been a jaw dropping, humbling
experience.

ses

There are so many words that can
describe my experience as a Fellow,
but one stands out the most.
Exposure .6

- Samy Dubuisson
Fellow

, 2022 Lindsay :
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Me et t he Coordin

This yeards Lead Coordinator is Che
> 3 left), a rising senior at Suffolk University studying Finance.

Cheryl was a Nelson Fellow in 2018

Deputy Coordinator in the summer of

Coordinator is Samantha Roszczenko (pictured on the right), a

rising junior at UMass Boston with a double major in Political

Science and Philosophy/Public Policy and a minor in English.

Samantha was a Nelson Fellow in 2019 and interned in the

Clerkds Office in the summer of 202

Samant ha and Cheryl 6s main goal thi
their knowledge and experience with the Fellowship. They were

truly intentional with the speakers and events they filled up the

Fellowship calendars with and strived to create an experience

this yeards Nelson and Lindsay Fell

¥ and extremely useful. They are very
~and Fellows, and Samantha looks forward to returning next sum-
mer as the Nelson and Lindsay Fello

Clerk of Court Rob Farrell fi Marianna Jantzen (Lindsay Fellow)

The guest speaker session with Clerk of
Court Rob Farrell fell during the first

week of the Lindsay Fellowship and cer-
tainly set the bar high for the remaining
speakers. This session allowed us to view
the Court from a unique vantage point.

Mr . Farrell &8s humil|i
thenticity was overwhelmingly evident in
each piece of advice he gave to us Lind-
says. He explained to us the seemingly
endless I|ist of resp
Office is tasked with. Additionally, Mr.
Farrell mentioned the other offices he
oversees (and must commute to) in
Springfield and Worcester.

Regarding the pandemic, Mr. Farrell spoke with us about the hardships the pandemic
brought on to the Court and the ways in which the Clerk's Office had to adjust and respond.

He outlined the ways in which the Clerkds Office
es, while also dealing with an enormous backlog as the community began to reopen. Mr. Far-

rel |l even turned on the special technology in the
Farrell 6s work duties, he opened up to us and she
It is abundantly c¢clear that Mr. Farrell ds abilit)y

tributed to his caring nature and gentle demeanor. He is certainly an advocate, and his story
and encouraging advice showed the way he truly cares for those around him. The guest
speaker session with Mr. Farrell was both inspiring and motivating; it instilled in us a feel-
ing of agency and optimism for our generation of aspiring attorneys to do the right thing and
support each other.



The Lindsay Fellowship i Samy Dubuisson (Lindsay Fellow)

What an experience this Fellowship has provided =
me with. The Lindsay Fellowship has exceeded my
expectations, these past nine weeks have been jaw
dropping and humbling. | can vividly remember six
months ago on a Friday evening, filling out the ap-
plication and questioning if | was worthy enough to
send it in. | would never have imagined that two
days after my interview, | would receive an email
welcoming me to the Lindsay Fellowship Program. |
was starstruck.

| was extremely excited to begin the Fellowship but
did not truly know the magnitude of what | was
about to walk into. There are so many words that
can describe my experience as a fellow, but one
stands out the most. Exposure. Six months ago, | -
would have never thought that in the span of nine weeks | would meet numerous federal judg-

es, politicians, the U.S. Attorney, the Federal Public Defender, the Chief Judge of the First

Circuit, attorneys, candidates for aspiring offices, and so many amazing people. All these peo-

pl e are not only passionate about their work, but t
law accessible to the average citizen.

| was fortunate enough to have Taisha Sturdivant as our Legal Research and Writing instruc-
tor. Although the course seemed intimating at first glance, Taisha eased all our concerns. Tai-
sha is a practicing attorney, and a past Nelson Fellow, Lindsay Fellow, and Coordinator. She
gave me so much insight on the profession by detailing her first  -hand experience.

This Fellowship has given young students like me, who come from the same background and

neighborhood as me, a shot at getting our feet through a door where all dreams can become

reality. As | am writing this newsletter, | am having a flashback to my application, where |

stated that omy parents have told me al/l my | ife ab
knowl edge is a right that can never be taken onc¢e o
tive notion that | have taken with me in everything | do. The Lindsay Fellowship for me is

power and knowledge that can never be taken away once | have completed it. The Fellowship

has given me tools and exposed me to resources and people who will now be part of my success

and in my future endeavors and legal career.
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Legal Research & Writing 1A Bettyna Elescar (Lindsay Fellow)

During the program's first half, the Lindsay Fellows were scheduled to take legal research
and writing course, taught by Taisha Sturdivant. We had just four weeks to be introduced to
and learn to grasp an entirely foreign way of thinking,
reading, and writing. Despite countless nerves and
insecurities, we were lucky enough to have an instruc-
tor who came armed with boundless patience and a
true understanding of the subject she came to teach.
From the very first class, Taisha started us off with a
Ot hou-smahd perspectived gi
on the obasics. 6 On that
what case law is and where it is derived from. We
learned about the three branches of government, the
different court systems, and the types of authority

they are held to. In a short period of time, we were
able to grasp these concepts that were vital to our un-
derstanding of how to conduct legal research and writ-
ing. Taisha was prepared for everything we could

have thrown at her; from personal questions to ques-
tions that asked her to explain complex legal concepts
in layman terms.

V|
\'

Taisha made sure that every answer she gave came ripe with the knowledge she could pass
on. Despite our many efforts to sidetrack class and send Taisha off on tangents, she always
made sure to bring it back to the matter at hand. When we asked her what her LSAT score
was, she turned it into LSAT study tips. When we asked her to explain the issue decided in
Roe v. Wade, she turned it into a homework assignment for us to read and brief the case. She
was determined, to our dismay, to ensure we learned something during every moment of time
we spent together.

= | Taisha went far beyond teaching us

=t legal research. She came prepared to

| honestly answer every question we

had for her, and we had so many.

Taisha was transparent with us

about all the struggles she faced get-

ting herself to where she is today.

* She was always willing to listen to

% the issues we faced and if she had

| experienced something similar, would

¥ not hesitate to share an anecdote she

thought would be helpful. Taisha

taught us to rise above and maintain
B decorum. She taught us to hold our-

selves accountable but to also give ourselves grace if we fell short of our expectations. We were

all incredibly fortunate to have the chance to learn from Taisha Sturdivant and we know

those lessons will follow us forever, no matter where we end up.



| am so elated | got the opportunity to
serve as a Lindsay Fellow in the summer
before my senior year of college. After
spending a month with the U.S. Probation
and Pretrial Services Office, | understand
that probation officers play an important
role in the court system and that many
probation officers are either practicing or
non-practicing lawyers as well. When
someone is arrested, probation officers are
the first interaction within the court sys-
tem.

Iris Golus, our supervisor in Probation during our July placement, allowed us to sit in on nu-
merous high -profile cases. We also got the opportunity to learn about the risk factors that de-
termine how dangerous a person is to the community. My favorite part of my time in the Pro-
bation Office was getting to meet the Probation Techs. They play a major role in the Probation
Office by taking on caseloads of up to 200 people on supervised release. Probation Techs pro-
vide immeasurable support to the U.S Probation and Pretrial Services Office.

| believe what makes the Probation Office unique is that they hold the power to impose ankle
monitors and other forms of supervised release on a formerly incarcerated person if they deem
them to be a threat to the community. Probation also provides great assistant to those incar-
cerated people who need it. For example, the U.S Probation and Pretrial Services Office has a
wonderful fatherhood program that helps provide currently and formerly incarcerated people
with the tools to be better fathers to their children. The Office also provides necessary treat-
ment to all incarcerated people who have mental illnesses such as depression, anxiety, or bi-
polar disorder. The patience and care that probation officers give to their clients is truly re-
markable.

The U.S Probation and Pretrial Services Office spends a considerable amount of time making
sure their clients don't relapse from drug abuse. The growth of their relapse program empha-
sizes the importance of post -incarceration needs that may not be addressed after a sentencing.
Spending time understanding not only the initial interactions of the defendants and probation
officers but also the investigation of every case really has been a great experience. By the time
someone is convicted, the Probation Office has already gathered some basic background infor-
mation that the defense attorney may not have known. The Probation Office is an example of
how our government can function fairly. | am now interested in pursuing a position with the
Probation Office after finishing my bachelor's degree.




Armand Coleman & Transformational Prison Project i Maxiel Martha
Gomez (Lindsay Fellow)

\O,t\‘/\‘/\ ~~ /\/\/\‘/\ This summer we had the pleasure of meeting with
various individuals in the legal field. After meeting
with numerous lawyers that provided us with use-
ful insight on their legal careers and advice for

- ours, meeting Armand Coleman was a breath of

} fresh air. He took us back into the reality of the
criminal justice system. His experience and perse-
verance reassured my faith in the legal system and
the possibility for the transformation he experi-
enced.

Armand Coleman is the Executive Director of
Transformati onal Prison Proj
mission is to create a space to encourage open dia-

logue between those who have committed violent

crimes and those who have been victimized by vio-

l ent crime. Armandds passion for restorative
He was incarcerated from the age of seventeen and spent a total of 28 years in prison.

For the first 20 years of his sentence, he was in a maximum  -security facility and spent

more than half of his time there in solitary confinement.

While incarcerated, Armand founded the Youthful Offender Coalition for those incar-
cerated who committed their crime under the age of 18. He also founded Men Explor-
ing Their Own Obstacles, which encourages the discussion of controversial topics in
the community such as sexism, rape culture, and toxic masculinity.

Our interaction with Armand was genuine and unique because of his ability to be vul-

nerable with us and share aspects of his story that allowed us to truly understand his
strength and passion for the work that he do
and welcoming, which encouraged openness in our discussion. | can confidently say

that meeting Armand Coleman was one of the highlights of my summer as a Lindsay

Fellow.




Judge Sar i sibd Léenhydepddae(Lirklsay Fellow)

On my first day as a Lindsay Fellow, | walked into the -
beautiful John Joseph Moakley Courthouse and was DO
escorted to my oOchambers. 6 pun
schedule for the first two days, and one of the first
things that caught my atte
Proceedings, 6 hi gThepragdam mar- i§
dinators informed us that d
federal judges and law clerks: they urged us to take full
advantage of the experience because it is a unique com-
ponent of the Fellowship program.

Chambers was an excellent opportunity for fellows to
learn the inner workings of the federal court system
while constructing meaningful relationships with the
people there, including the judge. | was assigned to the
Honorable Patti B. Saris. I
chambers apprehensively because it was the first time |
would interact with a judge. When | got there, | was
worried about how | would present myself and what ex-
actly | would say. Despite my nervousness about meet-
ing Judge Saris for the first time, | walked in with a

huge smile. She graciously welcomed me into her office,
and at that moment, my nerves were instantly calmed.

Judge Saris and | immediately connected because of my experience working closely with her sister

at an educational non -profit organization in Salem. | was comfortable sharing my family back-

ground, educational upbringing, and past internship experiences. She asked me about my first day

as a Lindsay, and | instantly told her, ol | ove

7

my interest in the | egal field. o

| took advantage of my time in chambers and asked the law clerks/interns numerous questions
about their law school experiences, legal trajectories, and interests as well as questions about the
cases they were currently working on for Judge Saris. Towards the end of my time in chambers,
Judge Saris had me read a civil rights case about police brutality in the city of Methuen. The case
was a motion to dismiss, and for the bench memo, | outlined the case overview and facts, analyzed
the counts, and inserted my opinion on each count alleged by the plaintiff in addition to writing a
conclusion complete with recommendations.

Sitting in on Judge Sarisds trials and sentenci
es in chambers. | had the chance to attend a human trafficking hearing that Judge Saris presided

over, where | saw firsthand the type of judge that Judge Saris is. She cares about administering jus-
tice and abiding by the | aw, but also about the
the courtroom, she sat up and i mmedi ately addre
ly, and thanked them for being there. She allowed the defendant to be vulnerable enough to own up

to their mistakes and express how they intend to be a positive member of society.

At that moment, | felt like she gave the defendant a voice. She acknowledged the severity of the

crime committed and considered this person a human being deserving of a second chance. What |

saw in the courtroom during this human trafficking sentencing helped me realize | want to continue

down the path of becoming an attorney. | aim to represent underprivileged people and work with
them to get the best result possible. | am than
allowing me to realize my passion for justice.
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Mock Trial with Jerry Howland A Sarah Fosberry (Nelson Fellow)

Over the course of these 6 weeks, we have met with some incredible people and have learned
so much. One of the highlights of my experience as a Nelson Fellow was the mock -trial prep
course we took with Mr. Jerry Howland. Walking into this fellowship, | was not sure if a ca-

reer in law was something that | was ready to fully commit to. Participating in a course with

Mr. Howland was one of the factors that helped me to realize that pursuing a career in law is
truly my dream. This class was more than just preparing for our mock trial. It helped us to see
what a career in law could truly look and feel like for us.

The atmosphere created when we were in the courtroom with Mr. Howland was perfect for
learning. He was open to answer any questions that we had, whether it was about the case
that we were working on or a legal term that we had run across outside of class. This allowed
us to truly immerse ourselves in the new things that we were experiencing. Without the help
and guidance of Mr. Howland, we truly could not have been as well prepared and trial ready
as we were. He helped us to grow the skills that we had already possessed, such as public
speaking and writing, and gave us so many new ones, such as how to speak in a courtroom
and how to read a case while looking for facts to build an argument from.

Before we were given our case for the end of the summer, we completed a practice mock trial,
where we could see how a mock trial works and what the roles in a mock trial are. This was an
informative experience that helped us to see how we worked together as a team and who was
going to be the best person to fill each role in the final mock trial. After this, we were given a
packet detailing the case that we would be doing at the end of the summer. One of the most
important things in this packet were the top three things to remember when preparing for a
mock trial: 1. Preparation. 2. Preparation. 3. Preparation.  This was one thing that Mr. How-
land made sure that we would remember for the rest of the program and long after the pro-
gram ended.

This summer, we prepared an argument for the case of Terry King. In short, Terry was on tri-
al for allegedly murdering his best friend and business partner, Elvis Presley. As we were the
defense for this trial, we were challenged with poking holes in what seemed to be an open and
shut case. The first few times we read the case it seemed clear that Terry King was guilty. But
as we read it more, looking to find some arguments that we could use, we noticed more and
more holes that we could poke. We spent several classes all together, deciding what our final
arguments would be, assigning roles, and just discussing the case overall. It was essential for
everyone to know the whole case well before roles were assigned so that all of our arguments
fit seamlessly together. | cannot wait to see what the future looks like for the rest of the Fel-
lows and for myself, and how the skills that we have learned in this class will come into play
for the rest of our lives.



Public Speaking & Debate i Alaina James (Nelson Fellow)

On the first day, Jamele Adams walked in with

full pastel attire, including a vibrant bucket hat.
You could i magine us Nel
his attire considering we had all panicked the
previous weekend over the business casual attire
requirement. Before we even got to utter the
words o6good morning, 6 Je
by delivering a powerful poem voicing the experi-
ence of being Black in America. After leaving all
of us in shock, Jamele had us all write our reac-
tions to his poem. I ex
introduction with something so deep was incredi-
bly moving and powerful as it allowed me to put
feelings into words in
A quote that stuck with B 0 s
hard to feel human when you started off proper-
ty.o6 For me, this quote
worl ddés attempt to mini
damage slavery has cost black identities.

at

During that portion of the class, | was able to feel

the words of everyone around me as Jamel eds poem ha
our hearts. Hearing my peers' pieces motivated me to revise my words and make them as

meaningful and thorough as possible. When sharing, | stood tall, | took a breath, and | deliv-

ered, i ncorporating every bit of soul I had inteo my
my words until |l saw the widened eyes of Jamel e and
small details felt like my reward.

I n Jamel eds c¢cl ass, I gained empowering confidence i
speaker. From the impromptu performances of our writing pieces to the shocking and tough

debates we had to prepare for each day. Bef orefl Jdame

a leader. | knew | had the capabilities, but | never had the opportunity to really prove it for
myself, but during those debates and performances, | really got to see my power. For every
debate, | took the role of organizing our team's argument while also making sure that every
voice was heard. Being able to keep my team organized and united allowed us to walk away
from every debate strong and confident, ready for the next.

The same confidence and skill | had learned in my public speaking and debate class were also
taken with me into my mock trial as a cross -examiner. In that experience for mock trial, | em-
braced my inner Viola Davis and was able to perform to my best ability, as my skills were
nurtured in Jameleds cl ass.

Jamele left with us powerful mantras that are truly adaptable for any environment, the ones

t hat stuck with me, as wel | as the other Fell ows, w
exercise my freedom, 6 and oOspeaking delivers me.o |
still are, gold to me.



Juvenile Court & Migdalia Nalls i Keyanna Bernard (Nelson Fellow)

Our trip to the Edward W. Brooke
Courthouse was our very first field
~ trip we had this summer and, in my
opinion, my favorite one. Meeting At-
torney Migdalia Nalls was eye open-
ing for me. She is a juvenile attorney
and her speaking to us about her ex-
perience in her field kind of pushed

| me to decide what type of lawyer |
want to be and what field of law |
want to specialize in. The work that
she does is really refreshing to learn
about, especially now when the gen-
eral public opinion is against the

~ criminal system.

™ It was so good to know and see that
in our corrupt system there are peo-
ple doing great work to better our communities, especially for our kids. | was born and raised
in Boston, in the Mattapan neighborhood. So, | have witnessed first  -hand how bad things can
get for the young people who live in my neighborhood. Knowing that there are people like
Migdalia who were raised in our neighborhoods, know our neighborhoods and are giving back
to the youth is extremely inspiring.

The Edward W. Brooke Courthouse itself was beautiful. It had such a sleek interior which

was very minimalist and kind of gave off a col and
scary after meeting Migdalia and other court employees. The people who work in the Court-
house care about giving the necessary punishments but at the end of the day they want to be
fair to everyone, especially juvenile defendants. The Courthouse has numerous programs that
support at -risk youth and
youthful offenders to help
steer them away from the
criminal legal system.

We got the opportunity to vis-
it the lock -up area of the Ed-
ward Brooke W. Courthouse
during our visit there, and it
was probably the worst part of
our trip. Seeing lock -up was
the worst part of our trip
simply because it was so
chilling and eye -opening. Jail
is not a place | want myself or
anyone | love to ever be in.
Thank you to Migdalia Nalls
and everyone at the Edward
Brooke Courthouse!




U. S. At t or ney 6 sEln@fGbnzatere (NdtsamFellbw)

Through the Nelson Fellowship we were lucky enough to experience so many different oppor-
tunities to speak with many different people that work in the legal field. One of the most

prominent to me was the panel of Assistant U.S. Attorneys who worked in different areas in

the U.S Attorney6s Of-dpdaniogeand gavh mwh ingight onallehe legake y e
work that can be done in area of work in the legal field alone.

Within the U.S, Attorneyds Office they worked in
majored in non -law related topics in college. They can come from education, STEM, or even
politics and all be joined by the |l egal field. I
ent positions and seeing the range from criminal and civil cases they take on was incredible.

They were even in the works of establishing a brand -new division on Human Trafficking

which greatly interested many of the Fellows. It really showed how there is a prominent dedi-

cation to serve and protect the government and the community all at once.

What inspired me the most was the fact that each panelist was a woman. It really showed me

t hat women can have power in t he -domiratedasdne el d and
might think. Throughout the duration of the panel, | was able to ask questions and learn

more about the wide variety of tasks happening in one singular office.

Speaking to these attorneys you can feel a sense of nobility and pride with the work they do
with defending the government and prosecuting cases. Being a Fellow and aspiring public de-
fender, speaking with this panel really opened my eyes on what the prosecution life may be
and it made me eager to maybe incorporate that in my later legal work. | am extremely grate-
ful to have been a part of such a special and rewarding program like the Nelson Fellowship
and to have spoken to such an amazing and inspiring group of people.
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Judge Hennes s yihdamiEisha TndjogNekson Fellow)

TS, In the beginning of the Fellowship, every Nelson had
f’i the opportunity to work with a Judge. As you can im-
" agine, we were very intimidated but excited by this
i dea. (I mean wedre just teena
22 it was our first day in this big courthouse.) Chambers
time was last on our schedule that first day and eve-
rybody was eager to meet their Judge and staff to see
if they would get along well with each other. Well, |
was assigned to Judge Hennessy for the remainder of
the program. At first, | found out he was only going to
be in the U.S. District Court of Boston for the first two
weeks of the program since he is in the federal court-
house in Worcester. I was a bi
see him as often as | wished.

On the first day, Dawn escorted me to his chambers,
& and it felt like | was going through a maze on a quest
= to it. Once we finally arrived, | met my Judge, and we
had a very interesting conversation about our families
and our backgrounds. He asked me about my plans
and dreams, and | asked him about his journey and how he worked to get to where he is now.
That same day | was able to meet his interns for the summer, Jack and Jameson, two polar
opposites working with each other but both very intellectual people.

We had such a long and fun conversation that | almost missed my train to get back home but

nonetheless | had a great time the first day. While Judge Hennessy was in Worcester we

woul d meet over Zoom with Kristin, one of the | av
in the program and what everyone has been up to as well. | enjoyed sharing my thoughts with

my chambers about my experience so far in the program and meeting different people as well

as visiting places around Boston with the Nelsons. The environment in chambers since the

first day was always welcoming, calm, and comforting to me. On Friday in the second to last

week of the program, | visited Judge Hennessy's chambers in Worcester. | was excited be-

cause it was my first time in this building. Jameson, one of Judge Hennessy's interns, gave

me a tour around the courthouse, where | was able to enter courtrooms and offices in the

buil ding. He showed me many things that | didnot

| had another interesting experience that Friday with my Judge. It was my first -time witness-
ing Judge Hennessy authorizing a warrant over the phone. Even though it looked a bit funny,

it saved time and money for both parties. Overall, my experience with Judge Hennessy and

his chambers these six weeks has been more than amazing. Not only have | learned of the dif-
ferent roles lawyers can play in the legal world and gained insight of what it is like to have a

legal career, | also received advice that will stick to me for years to come i whether personal
or educational. | am grateful for the advice Judge Hennessy and others in the office gave me

for my goals whether they were short -term or long -term goals. | learned so much from every
individual and now | feel more motivated to keep learning and pursue a legal career. If |

could, I would repeat this experience a million times and more.
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Feder al Def endein dudian Bénéhanc(elsdh &eallav)

Throughout my time as a Nelson Fellow, | have
learned more about the judicial system than | have ev-
er known. | have learned the ins and outs, and the
right and wrong. All the guest speakers we met have
added something valuable to my toolbox of knowledge.
However, the speakers that really spoke to my heart as
a future lawyer were from the Federal Public Defender
Office.

Federal public defenders do not work solely for the
money, they do not work for fame, these people work
for change. These lawyers want to make a difference
for people who |l ook 1|ike
have deep pockets to invest thousands or even tens of
thousands into private counsel. This is one of the most
noble causes | can think of. Ever since | started my
journey into law, | have known that | wanted to be a
public defender at heart; | want to help innocent peo-
ple who need legal help.

Public defenders are the unsung heroes of the legal world. Meeting with the federal defenders
opened my eyes to the endless work and infinite uphill climb they do. | want to be a part of
that even if the fight for justice never ends A | want to be someone who throws a couple
punches. I want to help reform the public defe er
therefore people who cannot afford a private lawyer to not suffer from the fact that their law-

yer might have many different clients at the same time. Meeting with the public defenders

made me realize there is nowhere else [18d rath be
money, | donot care about the f ame. | want to ab
make the world a better place, and as a future public defender | hope that will be the case.

It was amazing to see how much the federal def der
of fighting that uphill battle, they just got stronger and pushed on. It really goes to show how

these people are, their passion was just inspiring to witness. They want change, they want to

be the person that helps the underdog. I tds ea t o
pass them on forgetting about them, however they do not do that. Even if they have a signifi-

cant amount of clients, they connect with all of them and help them to the best of their ability.

Thank you again to the Federal Public Defender Office.  Also, all of the guest speakers this
summer have been amazing. Thank you if you are reading this.
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U.S. Attorney Rachael Rollins i Nathan Palmer (Nelson Fellow)

During my time as a Nelson Fellow, we met with many wonderful people but the interaction |
loved the most was our meeting with U.S. Attorney Rachael Rollins. Before the meeting | did-
nét know much about what her position entai
like, but after meeting with her | was thoroughly enlightened and impressed. Her presence as
she entered the room took me by storm. She commanded respect and authority, and she ex-
plained how seriously she takes her job and her non -work -related priorities as well. | learned
how she got to her position and what she also did before getting to this position.

Rachael Rollins told us about her experience as the first Black female U.S. Attorney. She stat-
ed that she does not have much room to make mistakes because at all moments, she is not on-
ly a representative of herself and her important position, but also a representative and reflec-
tion of the entire community of Black people, Black women especially. In order to make sure
she is taken seriously and respected, Rachael Rollins has taken on a very serious and inten-
tional demeanor at work. Rachael Rollins shared with us how she is the oldest child in her
family, and how a few of her siblings have spent time in the criminal legal system. She de-
tailed how this affected her on all levels and inspired her to pursue prosecution work. She is

an avid believer in the amazing work prosecutors do and the high level of power they have in

a courtroom. Rachael ds story resonated highl

ward and better myself to the best of my ability.

Rachael Rollins is fighting for a voice in a world that often shuns Black voices, especially
those of Black women. She told the Fellows how she wants to be involved with the people that

ed

y

sheds trying to help which is why she and her

in an area that is not as harmed by constant violence and police surveillance. | would like to
thank Rachael Rollins for taking the time to speak with us and enlighten us on both her job
requirements and her life.

Pictured: 2022 Nelsons meet with former U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz
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-We will remember to get a picture with U.S4 Attt



