UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
DI STRI CT OF MASSACHUSETTS

PUBLI C NOTI CE
REGARDI NG

AMENDMENT: OF RULE 8 OF THE LOCAL RULES FOR UNI TED STATES
MAG STRATE JUDGES

Effective Imediately (July 8, 2003)

In light of the decision of the court to return to
i ndi vi dual assignnment of Magistrate Judges after the term nation
of the pairing initiative begun in 1993, the Judges of the United
States District Court have amended Rule 8 of the Local Rules for
United States Magistrate Judges. The court determ ned pursuant
to 28 U S.C. 8 2071(e) that the Rule could be adopted forthwth,
because it reflects the ongoing practice of the court. Those
wi shing to comment on the anmendnent of Rule 8 of the Local Rules
for United States Magistrate Judges may do so in witing. All
coments nust be received on or before August 29, 2003 and should
be addressed to:

Hon. Dougl as P. Wodl ock

Chai rman, Rules Conmittee

c/o Helen M Costello, Projects Mnager

United States District Court

United States Courthouse - Suite 2300

1 Court house Wy
Bost on, MA 02210

Tony Anast as
Clerk of Court

Dat e: July 25, 2003



Rules for United States Magi strate Judges
in the United States District Court
for the District of Massachusetts

RULE 8. CIVIL CASES

(a) Method of Assignnent.

(1) Eastern Division.

(A) Cases filed After January 1, 2003. G vil cases filed
on or after January 1, 2003 shall be randomy assigned to both a
district judge and a magi strate judge. The manner of referral to
the magi strate judge of specific matters in a case shall be in
accordance with the provisions of Rule 8(b) bel ow

(AB) Pat+i+ng—GCeneraty— Cases Fil ed Before January 1,
2003. Effective January 1, 1993 until Decenber 31, 2002 each
Eastern Division magi strate judge +s was paired with two or nore
district judges for purposes of referral of matters and
proceedings in civil cases, with pairing rotating every two
years. The pairings in effect on Decenber 31, 2002 shal
continue to apply to cases filed before January 1, 2003 except

where there has been a prior ruling by a nmagi strate judge as

described in section 1(C) bel ow.




In the event that one or nore district judges are were not
pai red, cases referred by those district judges must—be were and
wll continue to be randomy drawn. +nA—sStuech—afanhrer—that—each

. i . . | I oy I
aurber—of—eases—exeept—that

(C Effect of Prior Ruling. wWhen a nagi strate judge has

already ruled on a matter in a particular case, a subsequent

referral in that case is assigned to the sane magi strate judge.




(FD) Pat++ng—Effect of Recusal. |In the event that a the
magi strate judge wth—whoma—tistret—fudge—+s—patred—+ust i s
recused htwsetH—or—hersetH—under—the—provisions—oef—28U-S5S€C—S§
455(a) on a particular matter referred under the provisions of

these Rul es, the case nust be returned to the Cerk to be redrawn

to another nmagistrate judge on a random basi s.

[ The bal ance of the Rule, beginning with 8 (a)(2) is unchanged.]



