Biography of Honorable Kenneth P. Neiman

Honorable Kenneth P. Neiman was a United States Magistrate Judge who sat
in Springfield from January of 1995 until his retirement in January of 2015. He
was thereafter recalled primarily to do mediations in both Springfield and
Boston. He was Chief Magistrate Judge for a three year term from 2006 to
2009. From 1981 through 1994, he was in private practice as a partner in the
Northampton firm of Fierst and Neiman. Prior to that, he was a legal services
attorney with the Center on Social Welfare Policy and Law in New York (1971-
1973) and Western Massachusetts Legal Services (1973-1981). He was also a
non-resident Fellow with the Research Institute of the Legal Services

Corporation (1978) during which time he authored General Assistance: A Preliminary Legal Analysis
published in the Clearinghouse Review (July 1979).

Judge Neman is a 1967 graduate of Tufts College and a 1971 graduate of Harvard Law School. He has
been an adjunct faculty member at Western New England University School of Law (1985; 1998-2013)
and has taught as well at the University of Massachusetts- Amherst (1974-1982) and the Smith College
School for Social Work (1976-1981).

Prior to his appointment as magistrate judge, Judge Neiman had been a board member of the Food
Research & Action Center in Washington, D.C. (1978-1982) and the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute
(1990-1995). He had also been on the advisory board of the Western Massachusetts Pro Bono Referral
Service in Springfield (1982-1995), a member of the Massachusetts Bar Association’s committee on
public service responsibility (1989-1992) and its Access to Justice Council (1992-1995). In 1990 Judge
Neiman received the MBA Community Service award for Outstanding Pro Bono Service. More recently,
he was on the editorial board of the Federal Courts Law Review (1999-2006).



