Biography of Jessica D. Hedges

Jessica D. Hedges graduated Summa Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Boston College in 1994. She
earned her J.D. from Northeastern University in 1999. She is a founding partner of the firm Hedges &
Tumposky, LLP, a small Boston firm focusing on criminal defense and civil rights litigation. Her criminal
practice consists of representing individuals charged with a wide variety of crimes in state and federal
courts. Her civil rights practice concentrates on police misconduct litigation.

Much of Jessica’s professional life is inspired by her conviction that over-reliance on incarceration is a
source of social ills rather than a remedy for them. Thus, in addition to traditional advocacy she devotes
significant professional energy to supporting, developing, and teaching about meaningful alternatives to
incarceration. For instance, at the request of the Court, Jessica represents all participants in the Court
Assisted Recovery Effort (“CARE”), a program promoting the development of sober, employed and law
abiding lives by individuals recently released from federal prison. There, Jessica works on a team with a
U.S. Magistrate Judge, a United States Attorney, and a Federal Probation Officer to help ex-offenders
overcome obstacles to success. Jessica also co-teaches the Criminal Advocacy Clinic at Northeastern
University School of Law, where she instructs and supervises students who represent indigent clients in
Roxbury District Court. In addition, she has taught a course called, “Studies in Crime and Social Justice”
at Boston College for the past eleven years, and recently designed and taught a called “Restoration and
Resistance, International Innovations in Criminal Justice,” also at Boston College. She has lectured on
criminal defense and police misconduct in various professional trainings and panels. In July 2015, Jessica
was selected by the United States District Court of Massachusetts to be the Chair of the Criminal Justice
Act Board, which assists the court in the selection and administration of the Criminal Justice Act Panel, a
slate of attorneys who are authorized to accept court appointments on behalf of indigent defendants.
The board acts as a liaison between the Court and the defense bar, and advises the Court on matters
pertaining to the practices and policies of the Court.



